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Excellencies,
Distinguished Guests,
Ladies and gentlemen,

· It is a great honour to be with you here this morning for the Ministerial Round Table on Climate Change.

· The effects of climate change are increasingly visible across the globe. In Thailand, for example, the current floods have already displaced well over 110,000 people from their homes, and by last weekend the death toll had risen to 356.
· With climate change, we can expect intense rain events, like those that contributed to the floods in Thailand, to become more common and more severe.

· To prepare for this new reality, we need to be able to respond in an efficient manner.
· Over the past few years ITU has been raising awareness about the role of information and communication technologies (ICTs) in addressing climate change.

· Across the world, ICT networks are already in use providing early warning of climatological changes, allowing governments to better respond to natural disasters. This is an area in which ITU is providing strong support to our Member States, with projects being implemented at the national level.
· In several countries, ICTs are being used to monitor food supplies, mapping agricultural production and helping to predict food shortages. Monitoring environmental and soil conditions through accurate sensors and telemetry units helps to protect agricultural products from the forces of nature, and maximizes output in less fertile areas. Similarly the use of ‘smart meters’ and ‘smart grids’ improves efficiency in the use of limited resources, such as water or energy.

· ICTs enable sustainable development and allow for the more efficient use of resources, and in particular energy – from climate monitoring to reducing greenhouse gas emissions; and from adaptation to facilitating the development and transfer of technologies.

· Key advances promoted by ITU have improved collaboration between the ICT industry and the public sector in both knowledge and best practices exchange. We have also been working to develop a set of standardized methodologies to assess the environmental impact of ICTs themselves.
Ladies and gentlemen,
· The world will have two unique opportunities over the next few months to move the sustainable agenda forward: the 2011 United Nations Climate Change Conference (COP-17), taking place in Durban, South Africa, and the 2012 United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development (Rio+20), taking place in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.
· Although the outcomes of either conference are difficult to predict, one thing is very clear: business as usual is no longer an option if we want to ensure the livelihood of our planet. The future demands a shift towards a greener and more sustainable model of development.

· ITU’s message to COP-17 is simple: ICTs are part of the solution, a solution that can move the agenda forward – and let me invite Ministers to join ITU in highlighting the importance of ICTs at COP-17.
· Let’s recognize the phenomenal power of ICTs in the outcomes of the conference, and ensure that technology, innovation and information systems will be at the forefront of our strategy to address climate change.

· Recognition at this level will highlight ICTs as an enabler for climate change adaptation strategies, particularly in developing countries.

· And by working together we can advance the implementation of new solutions for a better future – for the planet, and for the human species.

· Let me close these remarks with a contribution to the ITU Telecom event’s ‘Manifesto for Change’, which is the principal outcome of ITU Telecom World 2011 this week in Geneva.
· ‘ICTs are crucial in addressing climate change issues – in monitoring, mitigation, adaptation and response.’

Thank you.
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